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In October 2005, the Board of Education adopted a recycling goal of reducing by 70 percent the 
amount of waste the District disposes in landfills by the year 2020.  In order to meet this goal, and in 
collaboration with the City of Los Angeles, large blue-recycling containers are now available at no cost 
to each of the District’s elementary schools.  The blue-recycling containers can accept the same types of 
materials accepted by the City’s residential curbside recycling program.  This program will help our 
students understand the importance of minimizing wastes and preserving our natural resources.   
 
As with the City’s residential recycling program, the blue-recycling containers can accept the following 
materials:   
 

• White and colored paper • Cereal boxes and paper bags 
• Cardboard • Plastic film, bags, containers (e.g., water and juice bottles) 
• Phonebooks • Glass bottles 
• Junk mail • Aluminum, metal, steel and tin cans 
• Newspaper and magazines • Aluminum food trays 

  
This program will be implemented first in Local District 2, and will subsequently be made available 
throughout the City of Los Angeles.  During the months June to August 2006, the City will be 
delivering 7 large blue-recycling containers to schools in Local District 2.  Following the delivery of these 
containers, schools should take the following actions in order to successfully participate in this effort:   
 

1. Place one blue-recycling container in the main office, one in the teachers’ lounge, one in the 
kitchen food preparation area, one in the kitchen storage area, and three in the lunch eating 
area.  Additional blue-recycling containers may be obtained by calling OEHS at (213) 241-3199.   

2. Place a sufficient number of small recycling boxes (currently used for paper recycling) in each 
classroom. These recycling boxes should be used in each classroom for any of the recyclable 
materials referenced above. Additional recycling boxes may be ordered at no cost from the 
District Warehouse using Commodity Code 100-07-74500.  (Note:  The paper recycling boxes 
will be replaced with small blue plastic-recycling containers later in the year).   

3. During the week, as the recycling boxes are filled, the contents should be transferred to the 
nearest blue-recycling container.   

4. On the morning of the weekly pick-up day, the large blue-recycling containers should be moved 
curbside for pick-up (the City will inform each school of the designated pick-up day).  After pick-
up, the containers should be moved back to their designated collection locations.   

 
The City of Los Angeles and OEHS are available to provide further instruction or training to students and 
staff upon request.  Schools outside the City of Los Angeles who wish to participate in a recycling 
program should contact OEHS at (213) 241-3199. 
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